Vol(issue), PP.
.atu.ac.ir
DOI:

—-—Name of Journal-———————— ) ATU
D40

The experience of Semnan University students in the era
of the virtual education
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to present the experience of'S§emnan University
students in the era of the virtual education. The covid-19 pandemic caused the
widespread use of virtual space capacitie§y, and teChhelogical tools in
education, but the unpreparedness of students apd infagmation technology
users has brought challenges for them. Thisygqualitative kesearch, seeks to
know the experience of Semnan University students at}sychology faculty
who had positive or negative experiencessifencountgring the new information
space. A semi-structured interuiew was used tocolleet data. The gathered data
were analyzed via the qualitativedata analysisimethods by suing the Grounded
Theory method and by using Max QDA software (version 2020). More than
72 interviews were conducted untildata,saturation (after 52 interviews). The
findings showed that despitearious/ehallenges and disadvantages such as the
weakness and slownéss of.the Intefet, hardware and software problems, the
students 'of Semnan University#Psychology Faculty have welcomed this type
of educationidue to the advantages of virtual education. Although there were
different views\about jthe future of virtual education among the students
present in theypresent@tudy, the interesting point in the findings of this study
was that despite the desire for face-to-face education by individuals, the desire
for integrated education was also widespread among the interviewers. The
interviewers preferred virtual training with special conditions to face-to-face
training. Conditiorsfin which the problems and challenges associated with the
use of virtual education are minimized. The current research is original in
terms of the research community and research methodology. So far, no
research has been conducted on the virtual education experience of Semnan
University students, and this research is the first of its kind.
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