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A Comparative Analysis of Generative Artificial Intelligence Policies
in Iranian Library and Information Science Journals: Proposing a

Policy Framework, <
Abstract
Purpose: This study aimed to investigate the status of generative Al policies in Iranian journals
of Information Science and Knowledge Studies, comparatively analyze existing policy
components, and propose a comprehensive policy framework.
Methodology: This applied study employed a descriptive-analytical design using directed
qualitative content analysis. The research population consisted of all 27 accredited journals in the
field of Information Science and Knowledge Studies indexed in the Iranian Ministry of Science's
journal evaluation system up to the end of 2025. A census sampling approach was adopted. Data
were collected through a systematic review of journal websites, including sections such as author
guidelines, publication ethics statements, reviewer instructions, and publication policies. In
addition, the responsible Al guidelines of the Iran National Science Foundation (INSF), as well as
policies issued by international organizations and publishers, including COPE, UNESCO,
Elsevier, Springer Nature, and Wiley, were examined as reference documents. Data were analyzed
using directed qualitative content analysis and a three-level coding scheme (explicit presence,
implicit presence, and absence).
Findings: The findings revealed that only three journals (11.1%)—Library and Information
Organization Studies, Scientometrics Research Journal, and Library and Information Science
Research Journal—had published explicit policies regarding the use of generative Al, while the
remaining 24 journals (88.9%) lacked any formal policy statements. Comparative analysis of 16
key policy components showed that Library and Information Organization Studies had the most
comprehensive policy, with a particular focus on protecting sensitive data in Information Science.
. Scientometrics Research Journal emphasized the roles of editors, reviewers, and Al-detection
\)’tools, whereas Library and Information Science Research Journal primarily relied on COPE
. guidelines. Furthermore, the Iran National Science Foundation guidelines demonstrated broader
\ " policy coverage regarding transparency, accountability, and responsible Al use in research.
Conclusion: The findings indicate a substantial policy gap in the scholarly publishing system of
Information Science and Knowledge Studies in Iran. The fragmented and inconsistent nature of
existing policies highlights the urgent need for a unified national framework. Accordingly, this



u
study proposes a comprehensive policy framework by integrating the strengths of domestic journal \
policies, the Iran National Science Foundation guidelines, and international standards, providing bb\
a foundation for future policymaking on the responsible use of generative Al in Iranian scholarly

-I

publishing. P

Keywords: Generative Artificial Intelligence, Responsible Use, Research Ethics, Information

Science and Knowledge Studies Journals, Iran, Journal Policy o
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